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Change in the Time of Holding the Annual Meeting of the Illinois 
State Historical Society. 



The members of the State Historical Society will no doubt remem- 
ber that thirty days previous to the last annual meeting of the society, 
in January last, notice was sent by the secretary to each member of 
the society notifying him that a proposed change in the constitution 
of the society would be voted upon at the annual meeting in regard to 
changing the time of the year for holding the annual meeting. 

When the society was organized^ it was thought that it would be 
wise to hold the annual meeting in January, as in that month on 
alternate years, the regular sessions of the General Assembly begin 
in Springfield, and it was thought that the meeting of the society would 
attract the attention and interest of members of the Legislature, and 
might be of service in securing legislation favorable to the interests 
of the society. 

It has beeen found, however, that the month of January is too 
early in the legislative session, for the members to have settled down 
to work. Often the appointments of committees have not been made; 
but the principal objection to January as a time for holding the annual 
meeting lies in the fact that the weather is nearly always very inclem- 
ent, and many of the members of the society fear to leave their 
homes at such a season. 

When the question of the change in the date of holding the annual 
meeting was discussed, the secretary received letters from a large 
number of members of the society, all of which were favorable to the 
proposed change, a majority expressing a preference for the month 
of May as the time for the meeting. At the meeting, the members 
present voted unanimously for the change, and May was selected as 
the month. 

The secretary therefore begs to call the attention of the members 
to the change and to announce that there will be no meeting in 
January at the time the meeting has heretofore been held, but it will 
be held in May, 1909. 

Your attention will again be called in the January number of the 
Journal to the change in the time of the annual meeting. 

As on Feb. 12, 1909, the State of Illinois' and the city of Springfield 
will hold an international celebration of the one hundredth anniver- 
sary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, it is, perhaps, well that the 
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date of holding the annual meeting of the Historical Society has been 
changed, as the two meetings would have been held too close together 
for many of the members of the society to be able to attend both 
meetings. 

It is hoped that in the agreeable month of May many more than 
the usual number of the members will be able to attend the annual 
meeting of the society and participate in the proceedings. 
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